
 
 

 
BHS 200 Research Methods 

Fall 2019 
Mondays/Wednesdays, 10:00 PM to 11:15 PM (PH3) 

 
 
Instructor Information: 
 
Instructor:   Dr. David Cwir 
Email:    David_Cwir@BoothUC.ca 
Phone:   204-924-4897 
Office   Waldron Room 313 
Office Hours  Mondays, 11:15 to 12:00/12:45-3:00 
 
Calendar Description: 
 
The course introduces students to the methods used in the scientific study of human behaviour 
and provides students with the necessary knowledge and skills in order to critically evaluate 
social sciences literature. Students will gain the ability to formulate research hypotheses, design 
research proposals, and prepare appropriate written reports.  
 
Prerequisites:   
 
Minimum grade of C in SOC100, PSY120 and PSY121, or PSY105. 
 
Course Overview 
 
This course will introduce you to the standard methods and techniques that psychological 
scientists use to examine behaviour. You will learn about the full scientific process, starting with 
generating hypotheses, and moving through problems in measuring variables, designing 
experiments, sampling participants, and collecting data. We will discuss ethical issues in 
conducting psychological research. We will also learn how to read and evaluate scientific 
reports, write according to APA formatting standards, and prepare research proposals. 
 
Course Objectives: 
 



At the end of this course, you will have developed a number of crucial skills for psychological 
research, general academics, and the non-academic job market. Some of the keys skills you will 
have developed by the end of the course are: 
 

 The ability to understand the full research process 

 Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of particular methods and designs 

 Locate and understand literature relevant to your interests 

 Utilize theoretical frameworks to develop firm, testable hypotheses 

 Operationally define variables to measure constructs 

 Develop and understand methods of data collection 

 Design experiments 

 Critically evaluate scientific writing and results 

 Navigate the complex ethical considerations in psychological research 

 Develop written research proposals  

 Use APA style to write a research proposal, including title page, abstract page, 
introduction, methods, references, and appropriate appendices (e.g., informed consent 
form) 

 Deliver a formal presentation based on your research proposal 
 
As in any academic course, you will also continue to develop important generalizable skills, such 
as: 
 

 Time management 

 Integration of complex information 

 Concise written communication 

 Direct application of abstract knowledge 
 
Required Textbook: 

 
Babbie, E. & Roberts, L. W. (2018). Fundamentals of Social Research, Fourth Canadian Edition. 

Toronto, Ontario: Nelson Education Limited. 
 
Recommended Reading:  
 
American Psychological Association (2010). Publication Manual of the American Psychological 

Association (6th Ed.). Washington, D.C.: American Psychological Association. 
 
Course Requirements: 

Assignments & Evaluation Due Date 
Percentage of  
Final Grade 

TCPS-2 Tutorial on Research Ethics  September 23 5 % 

Literature Search and Article Summary October 9 10 % 

Midterm Exam October 23 20 % 

Research Proposal Outline October 30 5 % 

Oral Presentation November 27 – Dec 2 10 % 



Final Written Research Proposal November 27 20 % 

Final Exam TBA 30 % 

  100 % 

 
Each grade component is described in detail below: 
 

I) Mid-Term (20%) and Final Exam (30%):  
 
Exams will be composed of various types of questions (e.g., Multiple Choice and Short Answer 
questions) and will cover material from the assigned readings, lectures, and class discussions. The 
mid-term exam will be given in class on October 23 and will cover all of the material covered from 
the beginning of the term. The final exam will be scheduled by the Registrar during the exam period 
(December 6 – 13, 2019) and will be cumulative and comprehensive.   
 

II) TCPS 2 Tutorial Course on Research Ethics (5%): 
 

Each student will individually complete the TCPS 2 Tutorial Course on Research Ethics (CORE) as 
provided by The Tri-Council Policy Statement: Ethical Conduct for Research Involving Humans (TCPS 
2). This certificate tutorial is free at https://tcps2core.ca/welcome and will provide the students will 
a good working knowledge of principles of research ethics when working with human participants. 
The topics are separated into eight modules and each module will take approximately 20 minutes to 
complete. It is recommended that students start this assignment early in order to give themselves 
enough time to complete it. At the end of the tutorial there is an opportunity to print a certificate of 
completion. Students should print this and submit it (or a copy of it) at the beginning of class on 
September 23, 2019 with their name written on the back. Students are advised to include the TCPS 
2 in their portfolio as you will need this document whenever you conduct research in the future. 
 

III) Research Proposal: {Literature Search and Article Summary (10%) + Research Proposal 
Outline (5%) + Oral Presentation (10%) + Final Written Research Proposal (20%) = 45% of 
final grade} 
 
Students will complete a full research proposal for a study related to a topic of his or her own 
choosing.  Students are strongly encouraged to check-in with the instructor once they have chosen a 
topic and have come up with specific research questions. The topic and the research questions 
should be reviewed by the instructor by September 30, 2019.  
 
Literature Search and Article Summary (10%): Choose a topic that interests you and find journal 
articles that are related to it. Be sure to use an appropriate database to search for the journal 
articles that are relevant to your topic (e.g., PsychInfo). Here are the steps that you should follow in 
order to complete this assignment: 
 

1. State the topic and be specific. A topic such as "domestic violence" or "women's 
shelters" is too broad since hundreds of research reports in the library would fall into 
one of these categories, making it difficult to select research reports to examine. 
"Whether women who stay for a time in shelters become less likely to experience future 
violence from their spouses" is a much more specific topic on which there will have 
been fewer reports, making it easier to decide which reports are relevant. 

 

https://tcps2core.ca/welcome


2. Describe your search process, including the "descriptors" and/or “keywords” you used 
for searching and the search strategies that you applied to narrow down or broaden 
your search (e.g., combining keywords with "and" "or" & "not"). 

 
3. Complete a reference list of 5 to 10 relevant articles that you have located with APA 

(American Psychological Association) style (see step 6).  
 

4. Choose one of the articles from your list and write a summary that includes the 
following information: 

 

 The main research question or hypothesis of the research 

 The rationale or reason why the researchers conducted the research 

 The specific type of research described in the article (e.g., survey, field experiment, 
laboratory experiment, etc.) 

 Identify what their main variables were, and for each of the variables, specify 
whether the variable was measured or manipulated and provide an operational 
definition for each 

 Describe the design of the study and how they collected the data 

 Describe their results and conclusions 

 Describe any weaknesses or limitations of the research  

 Describe any suggestions for future research 

 At the end of your summary, describe how the article relates to your research 
question(s), and how your question(s) would build on the previous research. 

 
5. Write a 2-4 page summary of the study that includes all of this relevant information. 

This summary should be written in APA format (double-spaced with a 12-point, Times 
New Roman font, 1" margins etc.). Note: Summaries must be written in prose form (i.e., 
full sentences and paragraphs that have a logical flow). The marking scheme will take 
into account the clarity of writing and proper format (APA style). 
 

6. Finally, attach the complete reference section in APA format for all of the articles that 
you found (step 3) and the search process/strategies (step 2) at the end of your 
summary.  

 
APA Style: You can find detailed description of the APA style in the Publication Manual of the 
American Psychological Association published by the American Psychological Association (6th ed. 
American Psychological Association: Washington, D.C. 2010).  

 
Research Proposal Outline (5%): The purpose of this assignment is to complete a working draft of 
the Method section that will be included in the final draft of the Research Proposal. Using the 
format of a Method section, students will submit a 2-4 page double-spaced outline of their research 
plan that identifies the research design, including the participants, materials, and procedures 
planned in their proposed research study. Students must complete this assignment using proper 
APA formatting (see the APA manual for complete instructions on how to write a Method section).  
 
Oral Presentation (10%): Students will present their research proposal for 15 minutes in class. 
Students should use a visual presentation such as PowerPoint slides to accompany the presentation. 
At the end of the presentation, the class will have an opportunity to ask the presenter questions 
related to the research. Each student/group should email the final presentation slides to Dr. Cwir by 
Midnight on the night prior to the oral presentation. 



 
Preparing Your Presentation: When preparing your presentation, be sure to include certain key 
components, such as an introduction, literature review, research questions with hypotheses, the 
methods of your proposed experiment(s), and the expected results/discussion (you can discuss why 
you expect to find these results based on previous research/theory and how the expected findings 
relate to the broader topic you are covering).  
 
Final Written Research Proposal (20%): Each student will individually complete a written research 
proposal with a title page, abstract, introduction (literature review, research questions with 
hypotheses), methods, expected results/discussion, references, and required appendices, such as 
material related to the measures of data collection. Students should confirm the required elements 
with the instructor.  

 
The paper must be in APA format (e.g., printed double-spaced with a 12-point, Times New Roman 
font). The first page of your paper should contain the title of your paper, course code number and 
student contact information (i.e., name and email). The paper should be 5 pages minimum and 10 
pages maximum (excluding the title page, abstract, references, figure/table, and appendix pages). 
References should be a minimum of 10 empirical papers that are published in academic journals. 
Any additional materials (e.g., research scripts, questionnaires, etc.) should be appended on 
separate pages and they are not counted in the page limit. You should follow proper citations for 
references using the APA guide. 

 

 
 
Grade Points to Letter Grades 
 

Letter Range Letter Range Letter Range Letter Range 

A+ 90 - 100 A 80 - 89 B+ 75 - 79 B 70 - 74 

C+ 65 - 69 C 60 - 64 D 50 - 59 F 0 - 49 

 
Grades will be rounded up at the halfway mark (i.e., .5), and rounded down otherwise. For 
example, 84.50 would round up to an A, 84.49 would round down to a B.  
 
Letter Grades & Grade Points 
https://www.boothuc.ca/pdf/2016-2017%20Academic%20Calendar.pdf (page 25) 
 

A+  (4.5) Exceptional performance with evidence of outstanding original thinking, superior 
organization, exceptional capacity to analyze and synthesize; a superior grasp of the subject 
matter with sound critical evaluations; evidence of an extensive knowledge base. A final 
grade of A+ may be awarded only with the approval of the Academic Dean. 

A (4.0) Excellent performance with evidence of excellent original thinking, excellent 
organization, excellent ability to analyze and synthesize; an excellent grasp of the subject 
matter with sound critical evaluations; evidence of an extensive knowledge base. 

B+ (3.5) Very good performance with evidence of original thinking, very good organization, 
demonstrated ability to analyze and synthesize; a very good grasp of the subject matter; 



evidence of good critical judgment, a very good understanding of the relevant issues under 
examination; very good familiarity with the relevant literature. 

B  (3.0) Good performance with evidence of a good grasp of the subject matter; evidence of 
critical capacity, good analytical ability, a good understanding of the relevant issues under 
examination; evidence of good familiarity with the relevant literature. 

C+ (2.5) Satisfactory performance with evidence of a satisfactory grasp of the subject 
matter; evidence of critical capacity, demonstrated analytical ability, an understanding of the 
relevant issues under examination; evidence of familiarity with the relevant literature. 

C  (2.0) Adequate performance with evidence of an adequate grasp of the subject matter; 
some evidence of critical capacity, an ability to develop solutions to simple problems found in 
the material; evidence of familiarity with some of the relevant literature. 

D  (1.0) Marginal performance with evidence of marginal familiarity with the subject matter 
and some evidence that critical and analytical skills have been used. 

F   (0) Inadequate performance with little evidence of even a superficial understanding of 
the subject matter; serious weaknesses in critical and analytical skills; limited or irrelevant 
use of the literature; failure to satisfy course requirements.                                  

 
Submitting Assignments & Late Policy 
 
Students must submit hard copies of completed assignments at the beginning of class on the 
scheduled due date. If students do not submit the assignment at the beginning of class, there 
will be a 5% reduction from their grade. After the first 24 hours, there will be 10% deducted for 
each day an assignment is late. Assignments submitted late without legitimate reason will be 
accepted within one week of the deadline, but 10% will be deducted from the final grade per 
day. After one week, the assignment will not be accepted. If an exam is missed without 
legitimate reason, the student will receive a zero. Students are responsible for keeping a back-
up copy of their completed assignment in addition to the submitted copy. 
 
You should let me know as soon as possible if you have a legitimate reason for not being able to 
submit an assignment on time. In order to be standard and fair to every student in class, all 
legitimate reasons MUST be accompanied with documentation (e.g., a doctor’s note) or 
through prior permission granted by Accessibility Services. 
 

Academic Policies 
 
Academic Integrity 
https://www.boothuc.ca/pdf/2016-2017%20Academic%20Calendar.pdf (page 23) 
 
It is a serious offence to present a piece of work for course credit as one’s own if the work or a 
portion thereof was done by some other person (plagiarism). Actions of plagiarism harm both 



the student and the reputation of the University College.  Plagiarism or any form of cheating in 
examinations or term tests (e.g. crib notes) is subject to serious academic penalty that may 
include loss of part or all of the marks for an assignment/test, failure in the course, dismissal 
from the University College, or other serious consequences.  Plagiarism or cheating in a course 
in which a student is cross-registered with the University of Manitoba may lead to disciplinary 
action by the University according to its policies. 
 
To plagiarize is to take ideas or words of another person and pass them off as one’s own. In 
short, it is stealing something intangible rather than an object. Obviously it is not necessary to 
state the source of well-known or easily verifiable facts, but students are expected to 
acknowledge the sources of ideas and expressions they use in their written work, whether 
quoted directly or paraphrased. This applies to diagrams, statistical tables and the like, as well 
as to written material and materials or information from Internet sources.  Failure to do so 
constitutes plagiarism. It will also be considered plagiarism and/or cheating if a student submits 
an assignment in whole or in part by someone other than him/herself, or copies the answer or 
answers of another student in any test, examination, or take-home assignment.  
 
At the beginning of their program of study, all students are required to complete the prescribed 
plagiarism tutorial. 
 
Instructors are required to report all allegations of plagiarism or cheating to the Academic Dean 
before a grade is assigned. The original assignment is submitted to the Academic Dean.  
 
The Academic Dean will chair a joint meeting of student and instructor to hear both the 
allegations and the student’s response to the allegations. The Academic Dean will then make a 
determination whether or not plagiarism or cheating has in fact occurred and decide on 
appropriate disciplinary measures. The student and instructor will be notified of the Academic 
Dean’s decision in writing. A copy of the decision will be sent to the Registrar and University 
College President. The student has the right to appeal the decision of the Academic Dean (see 
Academic Appeals). 
 
Policy on the Use of Personal Computers, Electronic Devices and Cell Phones in Booth 
Classrooms 
https://www.boothuc.ca/pdf/2016-2017%20Academic%20Calendar.pdf (page 31) 
 
We consider the Booth classroom environment to be a special place of focused engagement 
between professors and students. As such, electronic devices are allowed in the classroom only 
for the purposes of course instruction. The use of computers, the internet (including email), 
downloaded material, or other electronic devices such as cell phones require the express 
permission of the instructor. Social networking sites such as Facebook, Twitter, blogging and 
other related activities are not permitted in Booth classrooms. The use of personal computers 
and other electronic devices in the classroom is a privilege which may be withdrawn at the 
discretion of the instructor. 
 
Policy on Unclaimed Term Work 
 



It is the student’s responsibility to claim all term work, assignments or tests. 
Any term work that has not been claimed by students will be held for a period of four months 
from the end of final exam period for the term in which the work was assigned. At the 
conclusion of this time, all unclaimed term work will be destroyed according to FIPPA 
guidelines. 
 
Withdrawal 
 
Any student who is considering withdrawing from the course is requested to speak with the 
instructor and contact the Booth University College Registrar at 924-4861 and/or your program 
advisor.  
 
Voluntary Withdrawal Date  
 
Any student who is considering withdrawing from the course is requested to speak with the 
instructor and contact the Booth University College Registrar at 924-4861 and/or your program 
advisor. 
 
 

COURSE OUTLINE 
An outline of the term work follows. For various reasons, however, sometimes it is necessary to deviate 
from that schedule. Such deviations in the scheduling or nature of tests or other work will be announced 
in class. Missing announcements is not an excuse for being unaware of the changes. 

 

Date: Lecture: Assigned Readings: Assignments & 
Important Deadlines: 

Wednesday, 
September 4 

Course Introduction   

Monday, 
September 9 

Introduction to Social Research Ch. 1  
Ch. 2 

 

Wednesday, 
September 11 

Basics of Research Design I 
 

Ch. 4 September 4-13: 
Late Registration and 
Revision Period 

Monday, 
September 16 

Basics of Research Design II 
 

Ch. 5 (pp. 111-129)   

Wednesday, 
September 18 

Presentation by Meagan Morash 
Director of Library Services  

  

Monday, 
September 23 

Research Ethics  
Ch. 3 

Assignment #1 Due (5%) 
 

Wednesday, 
September 25 

Sampling Ch. 6 
Ch. 7 (pp. 183-185) 

 

Monday, 
September 30 

Measurement: 
Reliability and Validity 

Ch. 5 (pp. 129-134)   

Wednesday, 
October 2 

Internal and External Validity Ch. 7 (pp. 188-192)  

Monday, 
October 7 

Literature Search and Article 
Summary Group Work and Q&A  

  



Wednesday, 
October 9 

Experimentation Ch. 7  
Ch. 12 (pp. 311-
324) 

Literature Search and 
Article Summary Due 
(10%) 

October 14—18  Fall Reading Week!!! (NO CLASS) 

Monday, 
October 21 

Midterm Review   

Wednesday, October 23 Midterm Exam (20%) 

Monday,  
October 28 
 
Wednesday, 
October 30 
 
Monday, 
November 4 

Research Proposal Q&A 
 
 
How to write an APA style 
research paper 
 
Guest Lecture: 
Darla Thiessen from the 
Academic Learning Centre 

  
 
 
Research Proposal 
Outline Due (5%) 
 
November 1: Voluntary 
Withdrawal Deadline 

Wednesday, 
November 6 
 

Survey Research Ch. 8 
 

 

Monday, November 11 Remembrance Day (NO CLASS) 

Wednesday, 
November 13 
 

Quantitative Data Analysis Ch. 14 (pp. 369-
386) 
Ch. 16 

 

Monday, 
November 18 
 

Wednesday, 
November 20 
 
Monday, 
November 25 

Overview of Qualitative 
Research 
 
 
Qualitative research: 
Presentation by Dr. Aaron 
Klassen  
 

Ch. 10 
Ch. 11 
Ch. 13 (pp. 336-
348) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
November 22: Time 
Extension Deadline 

Wednesday, 
November 27 

Student Oral Presentations  Final Written Research 
Proposal Due (20%) 

Monday, 
December 2 

Student Oral Presentations   

Note: The final exam (30%) will be held during exam week December 6-13 as scheduled by the 
Registrar. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


